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Here we are at the end of July, with August peaking just around the 

corner. 

Instead of our regular meeting this month we are holding our annual 

picnic at Elizabeth Park on the 11th at 1:00 PM. Bring some food to eat 

and share and we will have time to enjoy eyeball QSOs.  

July was a big month for your president as I got married on July 7th. As 

some of you already know, my wife Liz died in 2015 after nearly 39 years 

of marriage. But a year ago on the fourth of July I met a widow at a party 

at her home, someone I knew from church for many years. We dated 

since then and married this July. This young lady is Anne Zaragoza and 

she isn’t a ham yet. But time will tell. 

September will bring our nominations for board officers with the 

elections to be held in October. Please think about people that you want 

to run for office and encourage them to do so. One measure of a club’s 

vitality is willingness to stand for election. Please encourage other 

members to get active; it makes our club more vibrant. 

73, Don Novak, K8THU 

 

Don’s Ditherings 
Don K8THU 

MCRC President 
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Congratulations 

to our club 

President Don 

K8THU and his 

new bride Ann 
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2018 Fox Hunts 
Come and check out Foxhunting. Teams of "Hunters" using radio direction finding equipment try to sniff out the 
fox. Every one of the teams are trying to find the fox by figuring out where their radio signal is coming from. The 
winner is the team that finds the fox with least mileage. 

Foxhunting is great fun, and is a challenging contest. Transmitter hunting also has lots of practical uses. Amateur 

radio operators have been called on to use direction finding equipment to locate downed airplanes, boaters in 

distress, and sources of radio interference. It can also be used to find illegal and unlicensed radio transmitters. 

Hams use contests like fox hunting to test their equipment and practice their skills in preparation for more serious 

searches. 

Motor City Radio Club's first Fox Hunt was May 26th. The Fox Hunts run once a month until October.  

Here's a list of the Fox Hunt dates for 2018: 

 

May 26th Congratulations to Bruce AC8KD for winning the first Fox Hunt of 2018. 

June 16th Congratulations to Woody N8MWQ and Tony KE8CDD for finding the elusive fox. 

July 21st Congratulations to Bob K8HV and Larry KE8HCD for finding the fox in July. 

August 18th 

September 15th 

Season Finale October 20th. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

2018 November 

Dinner 

 

 Mark your calendar now, and save the 

date for this year's Banquet.  As of right 

now, the menu and price are expected to 

be the same as last year's.  Location has 

also not changed from the last two years. 

 

CW Sportsmen's Grill 

(formally the Sportsmen Den) 

15001 Sibley Road, Riverview, MI 48193 

November 10th, 2018 

6pm to 8:30pm 
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Items to bring with you when taking the exams: 

1. $15.00 exam fee (Exact Amount Preferred) 

2. Number 2 Pencil 

3. An original of your current FCC license (if you have one) 

4. A copy of your current FCC license (if you have one) 

5. Two pieces of Identification (at least one photo) 

6. Your PayPal Receipt if you choose to pay online 

7. Your FRN number if you choose to pre-register 

 

 

Although not mandatory, we strongly recommend you pre-register for your FRN number 

at: http://wireless.fcc.gov/uls to avoid using your Social Security number on the NCVEC QUICK-

FORM 605. 

Those interested can register for the exam ahead of time on the Motor City Radio Club's website. Go 

to w8mrm.net. Click on the "Operating and Events" tab on the top, then click on the exam 

announcement date. On that page, you can register for the exam and also pay beforehand using 

PayPal.  

Woody N8MWQ 

VE Liason 

 

 

 

MOTOR CITY RADIO CLUB VE EXAMS 
 
On Saturday, July 14th, our VE team met at the Community Bible Church on Benson in Trenton. Although we 
were expecting three applicants, only one showed up.  
 
Charles R. Wilder, KE8IPY upgraded from Tech to General. Congratulations to Charles!  
VE’s present were Bill Loeber NU3D, Dean McKinney KE8HVA, Tony Kiser KE8CDD, John Roberts N8KAM and 
myself. Thanks to all for their help and special thanks to John Roberts for securing a venue at the last minute 
for this session.  
 
The next Ham Radio License Exam will be held on Saturday, September 8th, back at the First United 

Methodist Church, 72 Oak St in Wyandotte. As always, please check W8MRM.net for changes or updates. 

 

Congratulations Ruth WB8AFO  
Anyone who has been a member of the 
Motor City Radio Club for more than 10 
years, and has been licensed for at least 
50 years, is eligible to become a life 
member of the club.  
Ruth Briggs WB8AFO achieved this great 
milestone, and was awarded a plaque of 
recognition, along with a Life Member call 
sign badge.  
Ruth was first licensed in January of 1968.  
Club President Don K8THU (left) honors 

Ruth at the July 2018 meeting. 

Congratulations Ruth. 

 

http://wireless.fcc.gov/uls
http://w8mrm.net/
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                                                                               Motor City Radio Club  
                                                              P. O. Box 133 Southgate, MI 48195-0337  
                                                                                        Est. 1932  
 
 
 
 
JUNE 8, 2018 General Meeting Minutes  
THANK YOU TO KE8HVA FOR TAKING THESE MINUTES IN MY ABSENCE.  
 
Meeting called to order 7:15 p.m. The roll was called. 18 members, 2 guests.  
Vice President: In the process of QSL card development. Flux report: possible improvement.  
Admin Minutes: Minutes accepted as printed by NU3D (Bill) and seconded by W8HCD (Larry).  
Treasurer Report: discussed status of funds, certificates and expenses.  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS  
 
Education: There will be a technician class will be given in the fall at the Bacon Library in Wyandotte.  
Fox Hunt: Discussion of last event and the next fox hunt.  
Net: Simplex net discussed by K8THU.  
Special Events: A person to do publicity is needed.  
VE program: May 12th and Field Day sessions discussed.  
Spark Gap: Please send in articles of interest to the club. Field Day photography discussed.  
Webmaster: site status reviewed, condition nominal.  
Field Day: Steak and T-shirt deadline noted as today by AC8KD.  
Refreshments offered.  
 
PROGRAM: Field Day 
 

 
 

Survival gear was provided to Apollo astronauts in the 

case they returned to Earth and there was a substantial 

delay in rescue and recovery operations. One item in the 

survival kit was a hand-held UHF radio. Beginning with 

the Apollo 12 survival kit the radio beacon was 

manufactured by the Cubic Corporation. It could operate 

either as a “beacon” or for two-way voice 

communications. Permanently set to operate at 243 

MHz, the transceiver and its cylindrical battery pack 

were water-tight. It could operate in beacon mode for 

up to 24 hours. An extendable antenna, a second battery 

pack, and a spacecraft connector cable were also 

provided. 
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Instant Recognition by Nancy Kott, WZ8C  
Some Hams are content to rag chew at slow speeds and don't have a desire to go faster. This is fine! As long as you are 
getting on the air and having fun with Morse code, that is what is important. However, many frustrated Hams want to go 
faster. "How can I increase my code speed?" is the most commonly asked question. After learning the alphabet, Hams 
seemingly reach a "plateau", a period where they can't make further progress. Usually they can copy 5 or 6 WPM fairly 
well, but they go to pieces above 7 or 8 WPM. The answer is simple: they have not adequately learned the alphabet.  
They may deny this is true since they obviously must know the characters to copy 6 or 7 WPM.  
 
However, to copy CW at higher speeds requires more than merely recognizing characters: the recognizing must be 
instantaneous. By instantaneous recognition I mean the ability to recognize a CW character within a half-second after 
hearing its completion.  
 
Bill Pierpont, N6HFF, author of "The Art and Skill of Telegraphy," puts it this way: "Associate the code signal with the 
printed letter so intimately that when you hear or think of one, the other immediately pops into mind. Instant 
recognition is what we strive for. We must develop that patient, receptive state of mind that allows us to recognize each 
character instantly and accurately as soon as it has been completed."  
 
How do you find out if you have instant recognition? One way is to play a code practice program. As each letter plays, 
can you immediately say or write the letter? Or do you think "ummm...A" or "...dit dah...ummm...A"? If there is a split 
second delay in your recognition of the letter, then you haven't learned that letter to the point of instant recognition. A 
split second may not seem like much; it's not going to make much difference when you're going 5 or 10 WPM but when 
you get to higher speeds it's going to mess you up. The time it takes you to think "...ummm" before recognizing the 
letter will be long enough to make you miss the next letter after it. It will snowball to the point where you lose whole 
words. You may get enough of it to make sense of the copy, but you will not feel comfortable chatting on the air. It 
might discourage you enough to make you want to give up because you feel you are practicing and practicing and aren't 
making progress. 
  
I'm sure you've heard the stories of legendary CW operators who can carry on a high speed chat on the air while 
drinking a cup of coffee and fielding questions from people in the room. These operators are comfortable with the code 
because it's so familiar they don't have to think about what they're copying.  
 
Irene, WO8E, feels she is at a plateau. Even though she has passed the 20 WPM test and has Instant Recognition 2 her 
Extra class license she doesn't feel comfortable carrying on a conversation at 20 WPM. We wondered if she had instant 
recognition, maybe she didn't and this was holding her back. She listened to the code characters one by one and sure 
enough there are a handful of characters that she has to think about before identifying them! Once you find you don't 
have instant recognition, how do you acquire it? There are two ways: the hard way and the easy way. The hard way is to 
proceed as you are doing, eventually instant recognition will come to you. With some people it may take years.  
 
The simple way is to go back to the alphabet and learn it as it should have been done in the first place. Your first reaction 
is probably to think it would be a waste of time because you may feel you've already memorized the alphabet. But, 
you've proved that you don't really know the letters because you don't have instant recognition of them yet. Once 
properly learned, the alphabet will produce faster speeds quickly and easily. The key is to over learn the alphabet so it 
becomes so ingrained in your brain that it's second nature. In psychology there is a "Law of Contiguity", which says that 
if two events occur no more than one-half second apart, the mind associates the two events. This means when a Morse 
code character is heard and it is followed within one-half second by a spoken letter of the alphabet, the mind will 
associate the Morse sound with the translation. The association works automatically, as a workman thinks "lunch" when 
he hears the noon whistle blow. But we quickly forget things learned by this association method, so we need to 
"overlearn" them to make the code a part of our permanent memory. Over learning occurs when we continue to 
practice something we feel we have already learned.  
 

- continued on Page Six 
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- continued from Page Five  
 

However, boredom soon sets in when we go over and over material we think we've already mastered. This is why 
practice sessions should be short, two or three minutes at a time. Short, frequent practice sessions produce more results 
than fewer longer sessions. Concentrate, stay focused on your goal!  
 
Determine what characters you don't recognize immediately after they are played and concentrate on these. You should 
be able to say the name of the character as the last dit or dah is heard. If you don't, add it to your list. You can relearn 
the alphabet by using basic code tapes, listening to slow code on the air or even whistling it to yourself. It would be ideal 
if you could make your own tape concentrating on your problem letters, but don't omit the letters you already know. 
Remember, our goal is to over learn the code: all the reinforcement you can get is good for you.  
 
The key to success with this method is to say the letter within a half second of hearing it; hearing it and quickly saying it 
over and over and over. The INSTANT you recognize the letter being played, say it out loud as fast as you can. Use spare 
moments during the day to whistle the code under your breath and quietly say the letter Instant Recognition 3 to 
yourself immediately afterwards. Do it while driving, sitting at your desk at work (no one will even suspect!), during 
commercials while watching TV, anytime you think of it. Spending just a few minutes many times a day will work 
wonders. By tapping out the letter with your finger as you say the letter aloud or whistle it, you involve more of your 
brain's memory centers. This increases your learning efficiency by reinforcing instant recognition with what is called 
"motor memory". Doing a practice session right before you go to sleep has also been proven to help your brain commit 
material to memory.  
 
When you find that you have instant recognition with the letters, your code speed will increase  
effortlessly. Then you will get to the point where you can work on having instant recognition  
with common words.  

At the September 14th General Membership meeting, there will 
be nominations for officers for the board of the Motor City Radio 
Club.  
 
And at the October 12th General Membership meeting, we will 
have elections for the board. Anyone having a burning desire to 
serve on the board of the Motor City Radio Club, let any current 
board member know. 
  
The November General Membership Meeting will be at the Club 
Banquet. See Page 2 for more details.  
 
The December 14th meeting is the Christmas Celebration. 

Basically we are going to eat. 

 

 

Tac Hirama, JA7QVI, has completed all requirements for the Worked All States (WAS) award on 6 

meters. New Jersey was the last state he needed to work, and he managed a moon bounce (EME) 

contact as well as a conventional ionospheric contact.  It’s quite possible that JA7QVI is the first radio 

amateur to earn WAS on 6 meters from Japan, although that cannot be confirmed. Completing WAS on 

6 meters was a major goal for him, Hirama said, and an Earth-Moon-Earth contact with Andy Blank, 

N2NT, on June 17 clinched the deal. He’d been working on achieving WAS on 6 meters since 1977.  

JA7QVI now has accomplished WAS on 10 bands, 160 through 6 meters.  

 

 

http://www.arrl.org/was
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                                                                                                   Motor City Radio Club  
                                                                                                        P. O. Box 1337  
                                                                                               Southgate, MI 48195-0337  
                                                                                                                 Est. 1932  
 
 
July 13 General Meeting Minutes  
 
Meeting called to order 7:10 p.m. Present: 21 Members  
 
Club Meeting Minutes  
President’s Report: Don K8THU. Field day went well. We are still awaiting the results. The setup, operation, and teardown went 
smoothly. Thank you to all who participated! The flag which indicated we had classes available attracted quite a lot of attention.  
Vice President: Rick KE8BPZ. 40 meters had a lot of action and there were NO mosquitoes!  
Admin Report – Read by Admin to the meeting. One correction: the new fall class at the Bacon Library will be a Technician class.  
Treasurer’s Report - accepted subject to audit. 
  
Committee Reports  
 
Education – Kimball N8FNC. Registration for the fall Technician class is now open at the Bacon Library. A survey will be taken from 
the membership as to who would like to have a Morse Code class.  
Fox Hunts – Bruce AC8KD - the fox hunt will be at 10:30 and start from Leo’s Coney Island on Fort and Sibley. All the breakfasts will 
be in Riverview at Leo’s Coney Island.  
Net Manager/Emergency Communications/Custodian – John N8KAM – all the equipment is back on the trailer. 39 checked in on 
Simplex.  
Special Events/Publicity – a volunteer is needed.  
VE Program – Woody N8MWQ – there is a change in location for this exam because of the Wyandotte Street Fair.  
Spark Gap – Mike W8MRA. We will have a table at the Street Fair in Wyandotte. We need members to help man the booth.  
Webmaster – Jim KD8HFX. We need ideas for the car magnetic signs. The price is expected to be less than we would pay the ARRL.  
Field Day 2018 – Mike W8MRA and Bruce AC8KD – a full report on Field Day will be written and will be in the August Spark Gap.  
New Business – Ruth Briggs WB8AFO was awarded the Life Member Plaque to much applause. Congratulations!  
New trailer for W8MRM? Still looking.  
 
The next meeting will be the club picnic at Elizabeth Park in Trenton from 1300 – 1500. We will meet off the road by the location 
where the horses are. Bring your own picnic and a dish to pass. i.e.  
 
Program  
“HOW IT’S MADE” video presented by Bob K8HV.. The video covered such subjects as ribbon microphones, loud speakers, stand by 

generators, head phones, and hand held computers. 

  

 
 

Ham radio technology used in Thailand cave rescue 

UK radio amateur John Hey G3TDZ (SK) designed the special low frequency radio equipment, the Heyphone, used in the 
recent cave rescue in Thailand.  On Facebook Phil Karn KA9Q posted: "Naturally I got interested in the technical aspects of the 
cave rescue in Thailand, particularly communications. They used the "Heyphone", a voice radio designed by a UK radio ham, 
John Hey, G3TDZ, as open-source hardware specifically for cave rescues. It uses upper (single) sideband voice on 87 kilohertz in 
the VLF (very low frequency) band. (That's what it says -- 87 kHz is actually LF). 
 
The "antenna" consists of two stakes driven into the ground about 20m apart. Enough of the current between them fringes 
outward to couple to another antenna up to a few hundred meters away (or down). John Hey passed away in 2016 so he 
didn't get to see his work used here. But ham radio should get some of the credit." More information can be found at John 
Hey G3TDZ Heyphone Cave Rescue Communication System http://bcra.org.uk/creg/heyphone/ 

Al Williams WD5GNR has written an article on Hackaday about the cave communication equipment:  
https://hackaday.com/2018/07/11/ham-designed-gear-used-in-thailand-cave-rescue/ 

 

http://bcra.org.uk/creg/heyphone/
https://hackaday.com/2018/07/11/ham-designed-gear-used-in-thailand-cave-rescue/


P a g e  | 8 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

This fall, members of the Motor City Radio Club will be 

teaching Amateur Radio Technician classes at the 

Wyandotte Bacon Memorial Library.  Classes will be each 

Saturday at 10am, starting September 8th. Classes will run 

for approximately 9 weeks.  The last week will be the exam. 

To register for the class, contact the Library by phone, in 

person or online at baconlibrary.org. 

Motor City Ham Classes start in 

September 

 

 

 

Pre-Registration is 
necessary for all three of 
Hazel Park's classes.  
You can register at 

W9NPI@ARRL.NET 
General and Extra Ham Classes sponsored by 

the Hazel Park Amateur Radio Club 

The Hazel Park General Class also starts Monday, 
September 10th to November 26th, 2018, from 
7pm to 9pm. The General classes are at the I-3 
Detroit DIY Space at 1481-A Wordsworth in 
Ferndale. As with the Technician classes, the class 
is free, the manual is $25, and available from the 
instructor. 
  
The Hazel Park Extra Class also starts Monday, 
September 10th, this one starts at 6pm and runs 
to 9pm. The last class date is December 10th. As 
with the Tech and General, the class is free, the 
book is $25 and available from the instructor on 
the first night of the class. The Extra classes will 
be held at the Hazel Park Historical Museum,  
45 East Pearl, in Hazel Park. 

Several people have inquired on the weekly net asking if 
Motor City is going to teach General or Extra classes.  
As of right now, there are no plans by the club to do that.  
However, the Hazel Park club will be teaching all three 

classes in September.  

If you know of anyone that lives up around Hazel Park, 

their Technician class will start Monday, September 10th, 

and run to November 12th. The class time is from 7pm to 

9pm. Class will be at the FOP Lodge 130, 2233 Burdette 

Street in Ferndale. Instruction is free, the license manual is 

$25 and available from the instructor at the first session. 

The class will use the new 2018-2012 Edition of the ARRL 

Technician Manual. 

All of Hazel Park's classes are about a 
half hour drive from Wyandotte. 

9 



P a g e  | 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

MCRC Officers 

President 
Don K8THU 

president@w8mrm.net 

 

Vice President 
Rick KE8BPZ 

vicepresident@w8mrm.net 

 

Secretary 
Denise Keeler KC8HDX  

secretary@w8mrm.net 

 

Treasurer 
Dale Poblenz WA8FRD 

treasurer@w8mrm.net 

 

Custodian 
John Roberts N8KAM 

 

Trustee(s) 
Jim Baksa KD8HFX for W8MRM 

John Roberts N8KAM for W8GTZ 

 

Parliamentarian 
Bill Loeber NU3D 

nu3d@arrl.net   

 

Committee Chairs 

 

V.E. Liaison 
‘Woody’ Kirkman N8MWQ 

N8MWQ@arrl.net 

Net Manager 
John Roberts N8KAM 

netcontrol@w8mrm.net 

 

Education 
Kimball Williams N8FNC 

k.williams@ieee.org 

 

QSL Manager 
Jim Baksa KD8HFX 

k8sak@arrl.net 

 

Webmaster 
Jim Baksa KD8HFX 

webmaster@w8mrm.net 
 

Associate Webmaster 
‘Woody’ Kirkman N8MWQ 

N8MWQ@arrl.net 

Spark Gap Editor 
Mike Antio W8MRA 

w8mra1@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support the Motor City 

Radio Club every time you shop, at no cost to you. And Amazon Smile works 

with Prime just the same as it does on regular Amazon. When you shop at 

smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast selection and 

convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that 

Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to the Motor City Radio 

Club 

On your first visit to AmazonSmile smile.amazon.com, you can select the 

MCRC to receive donations from eligible purchases before you begin 

shopping. Amazon will remember your selection, and then every eligible 

purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation to the club. 

The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from 

your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to the Motor City Radio Club. The 

purchase price is the amount paid for the item minus any rebates and 

excluding shipping & handling, gift-wrapping fees, taxes, or service charges. 

 

 

MCRC Picnic and August meeting 
Picnic is at Elizabeth Park on Saturday August 11th at 13:00 Hrs. We 
will be at a group of tables behind the Pony Rides. This is not very far 
from the exit to the park.  
 
Talk in on the Wyandotte Repeater.  
 
Listen in the morning on the repeater, in case it's a rainout, it will be 
announced.  
 
Everyone welcome. Come by, bring a dish to pass, and enjoy food, 

fellowship and some great eyeball QSO's. 

mailto:president@w8mrm.net
mailto:vicepresident@w8mrm.net
mailto:secretary@w8mrm.net
mailto:treasurer@w8mrm.net
mailto:nu3d@arrl.net
mailto:netcontrol@w8mrm.net
mailto:k.williams@ieee.org
mailto:k8sak@arrl.net
mailto:webmaster@w8mrm.net
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_ge_uaas_lsmi_smi
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_ge_uaas_lsmi_smi
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_ge_uaas_lsmi_smi
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Coming Events 

 

08/11/2018 Summer Picnic and General Membership Meeting. 13:00 hours. Elizabeth Park in Trenton.  
 
08/16/2018 Board Meeting at 19:30 hours. Leo's Coney Island, 19230 Fort St., Riverview 48193  
Everyone is welcome at all Board Meetings.  
 
08/18/2018 Club breakfast at 9am. Leo's Coney Island, 19230 Fort St., Riverview 48193  
 
08/18/2018 Foxhunt #4 at 10:30 hours from the parking lot of Leo's in Riverview.  
 
09/08/2018 VE Exam at 09:00 hours. First United Methodist Church, 72 Oak St, Wyandotte, MI 48192  
 
09/14/2018 General Membership Meeting at 19:00 hours at the Copeland Center. 2306 4th. St, Wyandotte, 
MI 48192.  Topic: Officer Nominations. 


